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** 3 Photos Attached – Moving from the current River Center Branch Library to the temporary site in the KRESS Building on July 7 **
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TEMPORARY RIVER CENTER BRANCH LIBRARY TO OPEN THURSDAY
The East Baton Rouge Parish Library (EBRPL) will soon begin construction of a new downtown library to replace the current River Center Branch Library.  The temporary branch will open at 8 a.m. this Thursday (tomorrow), July 28.  This interim site is commonly referred to as the KRESS Building.  

Library books, computers and other materials have been relocated to a temporary facility at 447 3rd St., across from Matherne’s.  The interim Library focuses on meeting the reading, research and technological needs of the community, offering public computers, WiFi, printing and a popular browsing collection.  The bulk of the branch’s collection will remain in storage for the duration of the River Center Branch Library Construction Project. 

This cozy and inviting temporary Library offers the public a carefully selected collection of popular browsing materials for all ages and interests, including new books, audio books, music, DVDs, Blu-rays, magazines and newspapers.  Reference and research assistance as well as access to the special “Foundation Center Cooperating Collection” for grants seekers has now resumed.  Book transfers and reservation pickups also are available.  Storytime will recommence in September.  

Technology also is a strong feature of the temporary branch, with robust WiFi, 17 computers with free access to the Internet (including the EBRPL Digital Library) as well as Microsoft Office 2013, two special Early Literacy Workstations for preschoolers and one special public computer equipped with screen magnification tools MAGic 11.0 and FS Reader plus text-to-speech software Jaws for the visually impaired.  In addition, the Library also offers free public printing of up to 20 black-and-white pages per day, mobile printing through the PrinterOn App, black-and-white and color copiers.
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RIVER CTR. LIB. TEMP SITE OPENING/2   
Library Director Spencer Watts said, “We are delighted to have found a conveniently located site to serve as our temporary River Center Branch over the next couple of years. Although it’s a relatively small space, we think that with its access to technology, collections and services, we can continue to offer high quality support to the people who need and rely on a library presence in this part of the parish.”

The temporary Library site location’s general information is:
· Phone numbers:  

225/389-4967  Circulation     

225/389-4964  Reference      

225/389-4959  Children’s Room

· Normal business hours will resume as of Thursday, July 28:  

Monday – Thursday  -- 8 am – 7 pm
Friday & Saturday  -- 9 am – 6 pm
Sunday -- 2 pm – 6 pm.
· The River Center Branch Manager is Allison Cooper.  

The existing branch library, located on 120 St. Louis St., closed to the public on July 6.  Construction of the replacement branch will take an estimated 24 months. 

For more information about the River Center Branch Construction Project, visit http://ebrpl.libguides.com/rivercenter.

For more information about Library programs and services, call (225) 231-3750 or visit us online at www.ebrpl.com.  
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